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ing. Moreover the execution of the scheme necessarily
introduced the great problem of Italy. Her co-operation
being temporarily ruled out, there was her tolerance to be
won, or her resignation if we were in a position to compel it.
Now Italy inspired fears. In the Chamber of Deputies on
November 30th, M. Daladier had devoted part of his
statement to a review of French relations with other
countries, and had inserted in it a sentence referring to
Italy. He had indeed formed the opinion that he could
not preserve on this subject a silence which might have
appeared disparaging. But in order that the Duce could
not pretend to be inconvenienced thereby, the text had been
submitted to the Ambassador, who had declared himself
delighted with it.
Now, acting under orders, the Italian daily Press did not
breathe a word of the French Premier's statement, and in
diplomatic circles in Rome it was therefore deduced that
pro-German influence was exercising an increasingly
strong hold on Mussolini. The Ambassador was only
showing professional diplomacy when he declared that
such rumours were worthless. " The Franco-Italian
rapprochement will take place," he said, " but great
patience is necessary."
Sinon e vero e bene trovafo.
The speech made by Count Ciano did nothing to clarify
the situation. It was balanced in such a way that each,
according to his own tastes, could find in it food for uneasi-
ness or confidence. The Italian Foreign Minister ended
by theatrically swearing to the Duce that all would obey
him when he gave the order : "for what he wanted, when
he wanted, and how he wanted" This "how he wanted"
became the subject of controversy. The hair-splitters were
able to indulge their failing to their heart's content.
As a matter of fact this was not the most interesting point
in the speech. The passage in which Count Ciano described
his conversations with Herr von Ribbentrop before Ger-
many's entry into the war was of historic importance.